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Welcome to Stratton Upper School

Stratton School is proud to be at the heart of our community
with excellent facilities We are committed to nurturing the
abilities of every student in order to equip them with the
qualifications and life skills they need to become confident
and independent adults. As a school we are immensely proud
of our students’ achievements and being part of their journey.

The school is underpinned and supported by the ethos and
values of The Meridian Trust. The core philosophy is:

. Achievement for all

. Valuing people

. A high-quality learning environment
. The pursuit of excellence

. Extending the boundaries of learning

I am both proud and privileged to be leading the school, as we embark on our
journey to become a full secondary school and look forward to welcoming you all to
Stratton.

Mr Sam Farmer
Principal

Stratton School opened in 1950 as Bedfordshire’s showpiece Grammar Schoal,
drawing students from all over the area. In their design, the architects recognised
that the physical environment could promote achievement and aspiration; and to
this day few fail to be inspired by the entrance and exhibition halls, which in turn
lead to light and airy classrooms. As a result of the national reorganisation in 1974,
Stratton became a 13-19 Upper School, providing comprehensive education for
Biggleswade and the surrounding villages. The educational values of the school
are drawn from its history, but the theme of constant improvement ensures each
generation of students is fully prepared for their future.

In October 2020 we were delighted to join the Meridian Trust and are benefiting
greatly from collaboration with colleagues in our Trust’s 11 other secondary
schools. Since joining Meridian Trust, we have gained from significant investment
in IT infrastructure and resources as well as our buildings. Ten new classrooms,
refurbished from the old science laboratories in 2022, which have expanded our
state-of-the-art teaching facilities further. We are incredibly lucky to have a state
of the art, flood lit 3G pitch opening in 2023. This is an amazing resource for the
school as well as the wider community.
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8 All Year 7 - 11 admissions are made via Central Bedfordshire

Admissions Team.

Sixth Form applications are made directly to the school.

You can email the Admissions Team directly using: i
- - admissions@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk L. B
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Telephone: 0300 300 8037 v '_
Website: www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/admissions ';I i
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Our open evenings for the 2024-25 academic year, for students starting Stratton ‘}-‘ 4

. Upper School in September 2024 are as follows:-

Open Evening - Thursday 28th September 2023
Sixth Form Options Evening - Thursday 2nd November 2023
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Meridian Trust

Stratton Upper School joined the Medrian Trust family in 2020. The Trust was formed
with a simple and clear vision: ‘to ensure high quality education at the heart of the
community.’

The Trust truly values the success of every child and places the sharing of excellent

education practice at its core. It is cmmitted to improving the quality of education
and life in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough, and their immediate surroundings. The
Trust is dedicated to maintaining its core principles and focus as it grows.
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Achievement Valuing People High Quality Pursuit of Extending the
for all Learning Excellence Boundaries of
Environment Learning

House System

The Houses provide crucial support and guidance, and the needs of every student

are acknowledged and understood by their tuotr and senior tutor. The system

enables individual progress to be monitored much more closely and the House is the

key focus of the relationships between the School and families, with siblings joining -
the same House. *
The school have 5 houses. Adlam (Purple), Chuandler (Green), Franklin (Blue),

Turing (Red) and King (Yellow). (King House is Sixth Form only)

Vertical Tutoring

The mixed aged tutor group system is known as Vertical Tutoring. Each tutor group
will have a mixture of students from Years 7-11. The Sixth Form has a specialist
team, known as the Matt King House.

The Vertical Tutoring system has many benefits, fostering a family spirit where

older students offer guidance and provide support to younger students. It also
ensures students have a sense of the whole school picture as the younger students
see the older ones preparing for work experience, subject choices and important

examinations.

The tutors will follow the students from their first few days to their last at the
Academy. This allows them to easily build great relationships with students and
their families and ensure they receive the support they need. Each tutor will make
regular contact with a child’s family in the year to discuss progress and address any
concerns.

Technology Challenge
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Expectations
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| We believe in, and nurture the pursuit of excellence in
4 everything we do.

‘" This encompasses all aspects of school life, from personal

m'. and professional presentation of ourselves through correct
uniform and dress code, to our work - aiming for the
highest standards in anything we produce.
We expect students to take opportunities, push their
boundaries both in lessons and extra-curricular clubs and
have excellent attendance.
Achievements are recognised and rewarded. Students are
proud when these are celebrated publicly.
We understand that students are best supported to meet
their potential, when we all work together in a partnership
involving parents, students and staff. We therefore value
the input and feedback we receive from everyone in our
community. Parent forum meetings have helped us to
understand the views of parents which in turn support our
drive for continuous improvement.
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Sports Day 2023 Stratton Expectations

Respect
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Show Respect for yourself and to peers staff, visitors and our guests
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Take Responsibility for your learning, progress, words and actions |

R e | Pride

LA A ; B -y Take Pride in your work, effort and appearance
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‘ Curriculum

The core aim is helping students to gain skills for lifelong

learning and to achieve their highest potential. Our students

leave us prepared for success not just in qualifications

but also in meeting the next challenge in their passage to
adulthood.

Students begin Year 7 with a broad and balanced

curriculum which offers progression and opportunity into

GCSEs.

Parents are heavily involved in the options process and

care is taken to ensure all students are aware of, and can ‘
experience, subjects not studied in Key Stage 3.

Most of our students stay on to sixth form at Stratton and '
continue an academic pathway leading to university or

careers which require a Level 3 entrance qualification. All

students receive high level careers guidance during Key

Stage 4 and are supported in their choice and expectations

for their chosen destination. '
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teachers”

Emma Hobbs

(Former student, now a Senio al
Sales Executive for
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vt Teaching and Learning

With our expectations of Respect, Resposibility and Pride as a foundation, our staff
provide lessons that cultivate a personalised supportive environment that allows
students to fulfil their potential. We report home on the progress of our students in
real-time, with the ability of parents/carers to follow attendance, grades and
homework via a dedicated secure website. We provide regular opportunities
throughout the year for parents/carers and students to meet with subject staff and
tutors to review and support students’ learning.

Students’ independence and development is encouraged with the use of regular
home learning activities. These provide the opportunity to investigate new topics as
well as reinforce what has been taught in lessons.

Pastoral Care

Every one of our students is supported and cared for by a form tutor, who is the
main link between home and school. Our students are guided through their school
journey by a dedicated Senior Tutor and house pastoral team. Through daily form
time with their form tutor and assemblies together, we support students with a
comprehensive pastoral programme.

Our dedicated Learning Support department works with staff and students to
ensure that our students with additional needs can thrive and reach their potential.
Our bespoke awards system allows for students to be recognised for the effort and
achievement that they have demonstrated towards their studies and the school

L community.

Enterprise Day 2023
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B Stratton Upper School has always provided an
extensive range of extra-curricular activities that allow
‘.';,, & students to extend their learning in many ways.
Each week we have a range of clubs on offer at lunch
times and outside of the timetabled school day. Our
PE department offer clubs in a range of sports and
students proudly represent the school in various
tournaments and leagues during the year.
Our Creative Arts faculty also contributes to the
programme of clubs and opportunities available to
our students and we are proud of the whole school
productions, drama performances, music concerts
and dance shows which are a regular feature of school
M ife.
There are also a number of STEM and other clubs
so students can pursue a particular area of interest
or support their studies. This is also supported by
the wide range of trips and visits offered to assist
students in their school work and widen their cultural
knowledge.
Whilst at Stratton, students have the opportunities
to broaden their experiences in ventures such as
Young Enterprise and the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
Scheme. CAMPS International is also an opportunity
of a lifetime and our students have travelled far afield
on expeditions to places such as Peru, Borneo, Costa
Rica and Cambodia. Here students are encouraged
to push the limits of their personal boundaries,
| participating in local community projects before
challenging themselves in activities such as mountain
treks and scuba diving.
Our PLEDGES award scheme aims to encourage and
support many important qualities in students such
as leadership, citizenship, moral purpose, sense of
community and collective responsibility.
PLEDGES recognises students commitments and
contributions under the headings of Participation,
Leadership, Excellence, Diversity, Giving, Environment
and Service.



Stratton Upper School presents
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Music and Lyrics by Book by
Laurence O'Keefe and Nell Benjamin Heather Hach

s sseig b organae an
WUy s i v el brophels

R p—

Wiy o P cgee]

Based on the novel by Amanda Brown
and the Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer mation picture
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Friday 15th December, 7pm
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Saturday 16th December, 7pm

Adult: £8 at Stratton Upper School
Child/Concession: £6
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Sixth Form

We are immensely proud of our Sixth Form, where students work hard and achieve
their best in an ethos where commitment, caring and contribution to the community
are key to all we do. Our students enjoy their learning, and their results at all levels
have consistently demonstrated this with above national average outcomes in
Academic, Applied General, A Level and Foundation programmes. Fundamental to
this are the positive working relationships between staff, students and parents.

In addition to our core expectations of students being responsible, respectful and
proud, we highlight the importance of commitment and perseverance in our pursuit
of excellence. Our biggest challenges will be our greatest achievements.

AR,

It is both a privilege and a responsibility to guide our young people through these
incredibly important years. We have the highest expectations of them at all times
and ask them to focus on personal as well as academic excellence, that truly
shapes them into the successful, happy and confident young adults they are when
they leave us.

Our sixth form students make excellent progress during their time with us.
In line with schools nationally, 80% of our students went on to study at their
destination of choice.

“Stratton always provided
me with the advice and
support necessary”

Beth Jones
(Former student, now a Junior Doctor) .
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Where are we?

Stratton School is situated in Biggleswade, Bedfordshire.
The town has good transport links along the A1, main bus
routes and via the Biggleswade railway station on the East
Coast Main Line.

ﬂ Eagle Farm Road, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire, SG18 8JB
. 01767 220000
E office@stratton.school

E www.stratton.school

Art Exhibition 2023



