
 

 

German 

Key Stage 3 
German 

Curriculum intent Curriculum content 
Echo Express course 

Curriculum delivery 
Typical curriculum allocation: 2 hours a fortnight 

Year 9 Our aim is to offer a broad, balanced, dynamic, 
motivating and challenging curriculum to foster 
students’ positive attitude to Modern Language 
learning to the diversity of our modern, global 
world. 
We want to enable and support students to make 
rapid progress and achieve the best outcomes, 
alongside which we want to widen their knowledge 
and appreciation of all things cultural related to 
the TL. 
As all students start with no previous experience in 
the subject, our curriculum is designed to teach 
important key topic vocabulary, grammar 
structures and skills, which are relevant to  and in 
line with the current GCSE requirements  
 

Unit 1 – Hallo. Greetings, numbers and basic 
questions and answers re personal info. Introduction 
to present tense verbs and key genders.  
Unit 2 – School. Subjects, time, expressing opinions, 
school uniform, food and drink. Using connectives, 
understanding word order and past tense. 
Unit 3 – Family and Friends. Family members, looks 
and personality, and pets. Third person verbs, 
adjective ending, possessive pronouns and plural 
endings. 
Unit 4 – Free time activities. Sports, Hobbies and time 
phrases. Expressing likes, dislikes, regular and 
irregular verbs and future tense. 
 

Students are taught in mixed ability classes 
and have 4 hours classroom based teaching 
and learning across a 2 week timetable. 
 
Students are expected to complete at least 
30 minutes per week of additional 
independent study, usually in the form of 
extended learning  or homework. 

Assessment  
Termly Assessments covering all skills 
areas: speaking, listening, reading and 
writing (including grammar and translation 
work) 
 

 

  

Exam board link: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-languages-progammes-of-study 



 

 

German 

Key Stage 4 
German 

Curriculum aims Curriculum content 
Eduqas GCSE German (9-1) 

Curriculum Delivery 
Typical curriculum allocation: 5 hours a fortnight 

Year 10 Students learn to be aware of cultural diversity, 
traditions and value systems. They learn new 
communication skills, which foster confidence and 
the ability to operate outside their comfort zone 
aspiring to excellence.  
Students’ listening and reading skills are trained 
and developed to understand a wide variety of 
texts and deal with different formats.  
Students will understand how these skills are also 
applicable in all areas of life and in the world of 
work. They develop the ability to understand 
instructions, basic as well as higher level 
grammatical structures and apply them 
independently. 

Unit 1: Technology and Social Media 
Unit 2: Self and relationships 
Unit 3: Health and Fitness 
 
There is a strong focus on developing a wide range of 
essential, basic and complex grammatical structures, 
which enable most students to work up to a GCSE 
Grade 6 standard, before they commence they start 
work on the more challenging topics in year 11. 
Students are introduced to the techniques and skills 
needed for the 4 skill areas, which will be tested in the 
terminal exams. 
 

Students are taught in mixed ability classes 
and have 5 hours classroom based teaching 
and learning across a 2 week timetable. 
 
Students are expected to become responsible 
for their own independent learning of GCSE 
vocabulary and structures, e.g. though the 
use of online language learning websites, 
such as Decks, Seneca, Languages Online 
and BBC bitesize. 
This in in addition to the extended learning 
tasks set by the teacher 

 
 

Assessment  
Termly Assessments in exam style formats 
covering all skills areas: speaking, 
listening, reading and writing (including 
grammar and translation work) 
Mock Exam in the summer term in year 10 
and Nov/Dec. in year 11.  
 

Year 11 Students will be able to talk about and write about 
a wide range of youth culture related topics in 
detail and express their own views eloquently. We 
build resilience in the face of coping with unknown 
elements, as well as dealing with the unexpected, 
promoting the growth of confidence. 
 

Unit 4: Town and Local Area 
Unit 5: Education and Future Plans 
Unit 6: World of Work 
Unit 7: Holidays 
Unit 8: Environment and Social issues 
 
There is a strong focus on embedding and extending 
languages structures learnt in year 10. Exam skills are 
fostered further, building upon the groundwork, which 
was laid in year 10 and supporting their ability to 
become independent as the modern linguists of the 
future.  

 

  

Exam board link: 
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/german/gcse/ 



 

 

German 

Key Stage 5 
German 

Curriculum aims Curriculum content 
Eduqas A-level in German 

Curriculum Delivery 
Typical curriculum allocation: 8 hours a fortnight 

Year 12 Students will build on their language skills 
developed at GCSE level and extend it to a high 
level of linguistic proficiency. 
Through social, intellectual, historical and political 
cultural themes students will be able to develop 
their cultural understanding of the German 
speaking countries and communities, develop and 
communicate their own views on contemporary 
issues in dialogues and discussions.  
Through the study of a film and a literary text in 
depth, students will be able to undertake a deeper 
analysis of language structures and underlying 
themes in order to develop the ability to write a 
critical essay with a personal response. 

Year 12. areas of study:  
Theme 1 – being a young person in German speaking 
society 
a. Families and citizenship 
b. Youth trends and personal identity 
c. Education and employment 
Theme 2 – Understanding the German speaking world 
a. Regional culture and heritage in Germany, German 
speaking countries and communities 
b. Media, art, film, and music in the German speaking 
world 
In year 12 students study the film ‘Goodbye Lenin’. 

Students are taught in mixed ability classes 
and have access to all the course materials, 
including listening files and a wide range of 
online learning resources. 
 
 
Students are expected to be responsible for 
their own independent learning of A-level 
topic vocabulary and they develop 
grammatical competence in a series of 
lessons designed for that very purpose.  
Class work and extended learning tasks 
progressively and consistently foster the 4 
language skills areas so students rapidly gain 
fluency, confidence and competence in the 
target language. 
 

 
 

Assessment  
Typically, each topic will be assessed 
formatively during lessons and feedback is 
given for all extended learning work. A 
summative assessment takes place at the 
end of each topic in the form a component 
2 exam paper and/or an essay about the 
film/literary text will be set. 
 
Mock exams are used to establish progress 
towards mastery of all topic and skills 
areas assessed in the terminal exams. 

Year 13 Through the use of a research project of their 
choice, A-level students equip themselves with 
transferable skills such as autonomy, 
resourcefulness, creativity, critical thinking and 
cultural, cognitive flexibility that will enable them to 
succeed in the speaking exam and proceed to 
further study and employment on the global job 
market. 
 

Year 13 areas of study 
Theme 1 – Diversity and difference 
a. Migration and integration 
b. cultural identity and marginalisation 
c. cultural enrichment and celebrating difference 
d. discrimination and diversity 
Theme 2 – the making of modern Germany 
a. Initial and subsequent process of reunification 
b. social cohesion and present-day Germany 
c. The economic impact of a united Germany 
 
In year 13 students study ‘Die Verwandlung’ (the 
metamorphisis) by Franz kafka 
 

 

Exam board link: 
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/german/as-a-level/ 


